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NAPA®IAIbHUN BIOJIETEHD PARISH BULLETIN

16 :xxoBTHA 2022 p. October 16, 2022

IIMPO BITAEMO I'OCTEHN Y HAILIOMY XPAMI
A WARM WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS TO OUR COMMUNITY

PO3KJIAJA HEAIJIbHUX BOTOCAYZKIHb SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
Ceama TaliHa Cnoegidb wjoHedini 8id 9:30 - 10:00 Confession 9:30 — 10:00 am
XKOBTEHb OCTOBER
14 — M’atHnyAa. NMokposa MpecesToi - Mlitypria 10:00. 14 - Friday. Protection of the Most Holy Theotokos.

Liturgy at 10:00

16 - 18-Ta HepginAa nicna Tpokui - O6igHuua 9:00 B 16 - 18" Sunday after Trinity. Typika (Noon service) at
KaTtegpi Ceatoi Codii. Nitypria 10:00 B uepksi CBATOI 9:00 am at St. Sophie Cathedral and Divine Liturgy at
Mokposu MpeceaToi boropoauu (Xpamose cBATO). 10:00 am at St. Mary the Protectress (Pokrova)

23 - 19-ta Hegina nicna Tpownuy,, Mitypria 10:00 23 - 19" Sunday after Trinity. Liturgy at 10:00 am.

30 - 20-ta Hegina nicna Tpownu,i, Nitypria 10:00 30 - 20" Sunday after Trinity. Liturgy at 10:00 am.

MNotpebytloTb Hawmx moautoB: Teopocia basep, Bipa Byyak-CureH, Mliogmuna Kouepra, Hukonait Muxaiintok, €EsreHis
MiasucoubKa, KOnis NywkKap, OkcaHa PycuH, 3eHosia Cadynko, CtedaHia LeuyK, AaHnno i AHToHiIHa CTeumwnH, Onecs
Bonoutyk, AHHa 3ybeHKo, Mapycsa 3umoselp, HOpin MaHuyk, KceHa Camontok, FannHa Bakynid, Mapia Asuraiino
MutnHcoka, AxkeHedep KywHip, Ona Kosy, OkcaHa MN'yHKo, Opuca ABanmipeLp.

Prayers for health: Theodosia Bawer, Vera Buchak-Séguin, Ludmila Kocherha, Nickolai Michailuk, Jennie Pidwysocky,
Julie Puszkar, Oksana Rusyn, Zenovia Safulko, Stella Shewchuk, Dan & Antonina Stechysin, Lesia Voloshchuk, Anna
Zubenko, Marusia Zymowec, George Panciuk, Xenia Samoluk, Halyna Wakulin, Mary Dwyhajlo Zytynsky, Jennifer
Kushnir, Olga Kowcz, Oksana Hunko, Angelo Picciano, Irene Avdimiretz.



MAPA®IAJBHI IIO/II TA OrOJIOIIEHHA

XPAMOBMM NPA3HUK B NOKPOBI (MoHpeans): 16-ro »o0B8THsA, 2022 B HaroaM XpamoBOro npasHuKa Mokposu MpecsaToi
Boropoauui, niTypria B Hawin Kateapi He Byae cnyxutucs. Hacrostens o. Bonogmumup byae cnyxmtu B Ce. MNMoKposi. B Hawin
Katezpi 6yae cnyxxutuca obigHuua, 9:00.

Xinouuii Bigain CYK [oHbKM YKpaiHM 3anpoLuye CBOIX Y1eHiB Ha OcTaHHi 360pwu, AKi BigdbyayTbea y Hedinto, 23 )oBTHA 2022 p. B
13:00 roa B 6yaAMHKY YKpaiHCbKOI KoK, Byab nacka, ctapaliteca 6yTi npucyTHi 60 mu Byaemo ob6roBoproBaTy BaxK/InBI cnpasu.
Mopagok aeHHMM byae HagicnaHo nepeg, 3acigaHHAaAM.

YEPrOBI 3560PU LEEPKOBHOI PAOM: Bin6yayTbca B BiBTOPOK, 18-ro »o8THaA 2022, o 18:30 roauHi B oHnaiiH pexkumi. YneHn napadii,
AKi 3auiKaBaeHi B3ATK yyacTb y 36opax, byab nacka 3BepHiTbes Ao J1tobu MyKac, 3acTynHUK ro/IoBY LEePKOBHOI pagu.

(lpukas@bell.net)

XPELWEHHA: 15-ro »oBTHA, 2022 — Damir Kadashvili, cuH Oleksii Kadashvili i Iryna Gabor.
BECINNA: 22-ro »oBTHA, 2022 - Inta Simonyan and Prabhat Kumar Tiwary.

rPOMALCHKE TOBAPUCTBO CBATOI CO®DIi: y sisTopokK, 25 KoBTHA, 2022 p. 3 14:00 ao 16:00, nposeae CBOO Nepluy 3ycTpiy nicaa
Kosigy (Covid) y LepKoBHi 3ani 3a KaBOlO, CONOAOLWAMM Ta poAMHOLO aTmocdepoto. Mpyna 36upaTMmeTbea WomicAaua. AKLLO BU
3aLiKaB/IeHi B3ATM y4acTb Ta MaETe 3anNMTaHHA - Byab Nacka, 3BepHITbCA 0 opraHizaTtopa Jltobu Mykac (Ipukas@bell.net).

TATHCTBO CMOBIAI | TPUYACTA: aKLo BK BakaeTe B Heinto npuctynuti go Cs. Cnosigi i Ce. MpuyacTa, naaHyiTe NPUXOAUTU Ha
niBrogMHu paHiwe, wo o. Bonogumumnp mir BuacHo nounHati Jlityprito. Mpouly Bi3bMiTb Lie Nif yBary, Ta AAKYHO 3@ Bally CiBNpaLyo
i po3ymiHHa. Cnosigb 9:30 paHKy, Jlitypria 10:00.

BIABIAUHU XBOPUX: npuraayto, WO AKLWLO XTOCb i3 HalMX napadiaH NoTpanue 40 NiKapHi, 3BepTarocs 40 POAMHM NOBIAOMUTH O.
BosoamMmupa. TakoK NoBigomTe HacToaTena Koam ocoba byna BUNMCAHA 3 NiKapHi UM [0 CTApeyoro 6yanHKY.

HEAINbHA LUKONA MPU NAPA®IT: BaTbKy AKi 6axatoTb NPUBOANTH AiTel A0 penirifiHoi WKoK, 38epHiTbea A0 0. Bonogummnpa
514-947-2235 abo pob. logmunm Nonosuy 438-881-8054. HasuaHHA penirii 6yge nposogutucs nicna flityprii, 3 12:30 - 13:00 B
LLepKOBHil 3ani.

LLEPKOBHWI XOP: Penetuuji xopy no Heainax o 9:30 Ta 13:00. 3a iHdopmaLiiamu 3sepTaiiTeca Ao ManmHm Basepuak
(514) 620-9494. 3anpoLyemo Houx xopucTis! (16 }KOBTHA peneTuLis He BiabyaeTbCA.)

3YCTPIM 3A KABOLO: LoHeaini nicna NiTyprii B LLepKOBHil 3ani 3anpoLuyemo BCix barkatoumx Ha Kasy, Yali i conoake Ta o
POANHHOrO CMiNKYBaHHA.

KAHAN YOUTUBE: Saint Sophie Montreal: TpaHcasLia HawmWx HeAinbHUX Bignpas BigOyBaETbCA B OHNAMH PEXUMI. 3anpoLLyeEmMO
nianucysaTmuca.

3ATAJIbHA IHOOPMALIA

KOHTAKTHA IH®OPMALIA: AKLLO BM MOMIHAAM abO MaAETE HAMipP 3MIHWUTU CBOIO AOMALLHIO UM €IEKTPOHHY agpecy, 3BepHiTbCA A0
Ntobun Nykac (Ipukas@bell.net), wob B LLepKOBHOMY peecTpi byna Balla BipHa agpeca.

ENEKTPOHHA KONIA HEAINbHOIO BONETEHA: fAKLLO BM, YNEH BalLOi POAMHM YK XTOCh i3 BalLMX 3HAMOMUX BarkaeTe OTPUMYBATU
Haw napadisnbHUI BloIeTeHb B €1eKTPOHHOMY BUIAAAi 3BepHiTbea A0 J1obu Mykac, Ipukas@bell.net

MNEPEKA3ATU MNOXKEPTBY AN LLEPKBU ABO 3ANJIATUTU CBOKO YNIEHCBbKY BKNAAKY: HATUCHITb: www.canadahelps.org abo
MOXKHa BucnaTtn yepes “Interac e-Transfer” Ha agpecy stsophiemtl@gmail.com. [AKyemo 3a BaLli WMpi NOKEePTBM.

YEHCbKA BK/TIAOKA:
LlepkoBHa paga npurasye napadisHam, XTO LLie He 3an1aTUB CBOIO Y/IEHCHKY LLePKOBHY BK/I3ZKY, Npocumo 3pobiTs Le no



MOKIMBOCTI B KOPOTKii TepmiH. OamuHoki - $180; PoamHa - $300.

Mpocumo B3aTu Ao yearu: 3a 2022 pik, YNEHCbKi BHECKM A0 Hawoi napadii 418 0AMHOKMX cKnagatotb $180 a ans poamHu
$300. 3 ujei cymm, napadia nnatntb 40 KoHcucTopii, (AKa 3HaxoamTbea y BiHHINesi) 3a KoxHy ocoby $115 i ao CxigHoi Enapxii (B
TopoHTi) $20, i pasom $135. Ane Ui BHECKM He NOKPUBAKOTb PiYHMI BloaxeT Hawoi napadii. Mu 3anexkumo 8ig go6poi Boni
Ta wWeApocTi Hawwmx napadiaH i NPUXUABHUKIB LWoA0 GiHAHCOBUX MOXKEPTB.

TaKo)K, XouemMo NpuraaaTi, Wo nig vac Jlityprii Mu He 36MPaEMO NOXKepTBU, HATOMICTb, MU CNOPYAUAU CneLiaibHUI ALWMUK,
AIKWIA CTOITb Y NPUTBOPI LLEepKBY ANA NoxXKepTB. Koam BU B xpami Ha Borocay:kiHHi, no Bawiit MoXAuBocTi- He
3abyBaiiTe 3p06MUTU CBOIO NOXKEPTBY Ha OTPMMAHHA XPamy, 3a LLLO MW BaM LLMPO Ta YKAIHHO AAKYEMO!

OTPUMAHHA T'YMAHITAPHOI JOIIOMOTI'! A1 HOBOIIPUBYJIUX 3 YKPATHU
Cy6oma 3 10:00 do 16:00, Hedias 3 12:00 do 14:00

CeaTo IlokpoBH B YKpaiHi

Y cBoix borocnykiHHAX CxigHa LiepKkea 3 1060810 nigKpecatoe Agi HalinpeKpacHiwi ocobameocti Matepi Boxoi: boxkecTBeHHe
MatepuHcTBo, Ta li 3acTynHMUTBO 3a Hac nepeg Borom. OcTaHHiIl NpuBineit, neplu 3a BCe, 3aBOIOBAB CeplLiA HaLIOro Hapoay. Hauwi
KHS3i, KOpPOJli, Halli KO3aKu Ta reTbMaHu pago obpanu Mpeuncty boropoauuto cBo€eto NMoKpoBMTENbKOI Ta ONiKyHKOLO.

TyT MK 3ragaemo aeaki npuknaau.

KHasb Apocnas Myapuiit (Myapuit) y 1036 poLi po3rpomms KOUYOBMX NeyeHiris i 3 BaayHocTi borosi Ta Moro Mpecsariii Martepi
36yayBaB y Kuesi npekpacHuin cobop Ceatoi Codii Ta noctaBuB LepKksy baarosileHHa MpeceaTtoi boropoanui Ha Bya. 3010Ti BOpOTA.

Y 1037 pouj B LepKsi baarosilleHHs BiaLaB yBecb Hapoa, Nig 3axmcT abo 3acTynHULTBO boropoamui. TakMm YMHOM, 3 BOAI KHA3A
Bonoammupa, MNpecesaTta boropoamus 6yna oodiuiinHo nporosoweHa MoKpoBUTENbKOIO, 3acTynHuLeto i Llapuueto Haworo Hapoay.

Y BarKKi Yacum Hawi KHA3I Ta ixHi BilcbKa nocniwanu ao Hei no ponomory. Benvkuin KHA3b Mctucnag, AKMn Npasme y TMyTOPOKaHiI, nig,
Yyac 6uTBM 3 YepKacamu Noobiuas NobyaysaTH LLepKBY Ha YecTb BoropoamLj, AKLWLO BOHa AONOMOXKe oMy Nepemortv Bopora. BiH
nepemir BOpora i pago BUKOHaB CBOO OBILAHKY.

Bennkuii KHA3b Bonogummp MoHomMax y CBOiX MeMyapax CTBEPAXKYBaAB, L0 NEPEMOroto Haj, NoM0BLAMM BiH 3aBaAYYe bory i
MpeuucTin [isi Mapii. BiH HaBiTb cKnaB cneLianbHy MOANUTBY Ha i YecTb. Hawi KHA3I 3i cBoiMM BilicbKamu, ayym 8 1103 poui Ha
Nno/I0BLiB, 3BEPHYANUCA 3a gonomoroto o bora i fo MNpecssaTtoi Boropogmui i BLLEHT po36MAK NONOBLB.

KHA3b Irop CeATocnaBmy, «llicHA Npo nosk Iropie», nicnsa BTedi 3 NONOHY NiLOB NOKAOHUTUCA YyA0TBOPHIM iKOHI boxoi MaTepi Ha
ropi B Moyaesi, WO6 NoAAKYBATH i1 33 ONOMOrY B MOro BTedi. FannubKkunii Koposb [aHnao nicasa ycnilwHoro noxoay Ha

TYpKiB NoKnaB go ii Hir gopori nogapyHKW. Jeski Hawwi KHA3i KopucTyBannca ikoHamu boxkoi MaTepi abo MoanTBM Ha i yecTb Ha
CBOIX NeyvyaTKax.

OcTaHHiImM Yacom B YKpaiHi 3HalaeHo Ay»Ke AaBHi 30/10Ti, BPOH30BI Ta MigHI HAMWUCTA, IKOHM, AKI FPeLbKOO HAa3UBAKOTb KEHKOINIOHM»
(Kpyrni un oBanbHI MedanboOHM, NiABILLEH Ha WU, i3 306parkeHHAM Haworo Mocnoaa abo Hawoi MpeceaToi MaTtepi). Ha ogHomy 3
TaKMX EHKOJINIOHIB € rpeLbKnin Hanuc: «boropoaunue, 6yab meHi MoKPOBOM i 3aXMCTOM, aMiHb».

Hawwi cnaBeTHi 3anopi3bKi Ko3aKku 36yayBanu LepKBy Ha YecTb MoKposwu MpecBAToi BoropoamLi 3 iKoHOO, AKa cuMmBoAi3YeE Ti MoKkposy
Ha Ciui, LeHTpi Ko3aLbKoi Bagu. Hag ikoHoto MpecsaToi boropoguui 6ynn HanucaHi cnosa: «BpaTtyto i 3axuiy Hapog Miii», a Big,
3anopOoXKLiB, 306paXKeHUX HUXKYE iIKOHU, BnaraHHA Ao Boromatepi 3 HaNMcom Ha cTpiyLi : « Baaraemo Tebe, nokpuit Hac Ceoim
cBATUM (oMmodopom) i BU3BOM HAC Bif, YCAKOrO 3/1a».

Mepes, NoYaTKOM NOXOAiB HAa BOPOra KO3aKM CAYKUAN Ha MonebHi Ha YecTb cBOET MoKpoBUTENbKM i rapsade cnisanu: «Mig Teoim
nokposom , boropoauue [liBo, He Noropay MOAUTBAMM HALLMMMK B CKOPOOTAX HaLLMX, ane BU3BOJIM HACY. Bif HALUMX CTPaxAaHb, Tu
€AMHUM YMCTUIA | BrarocnoBeHHMI». Micns 6e3neyHoro NoBepHEHHs 4040MY BOHM NOCRiWann 40 Hel 3 WUpoto BAAYHICTIO. Y iXHbOMY
b6orosBomy rimHi: «Hy, xnonui, go 36poi!» cnisanu cnosa: «Ceatnit KOpii gonomoxke Ham po36uTH TypKa i Mpeuncta MaTtn».

3a NpUKNaZOM CBOIX KHA3IB Hall HApoJ BUXOBAB WMPY NOBOXKHIcTb A0 MaTepi Boxoi sik 40 cBOET MOKPOBUTENbKM Ta 3aCTYMHUL.



BoHM 3aB QM 3BepTaNMCA [0 Hei 3 BE/IMKOK A0BIPO, MPOCAYM i AONOMOIM UM TO B 0COBUCTUX UM CimenHnx bigax, um To B Yacu
HaLjoHanbHOI Kpu3n. Ti cBATa iKOHa € B KOXHII yKpaiHCbKil oceni. IcTopia Haworo Hapoay 3adikcyBana uumano uyaec, aKi
npunMcyoTb Aonomosi boropoauLi, 0co6,11MBO B YacK BOPOXKOT HABaM HA HALLy 3eMJILO.

XTO He 3Ha€e Npo YygecHU 3axmcT MNovaiBcbKoi 0buTeni nig yac TypeubKkoi 0610rm B iMNHI 1675 poky? Y Bignosiab Ha peBHi MOAUTBU
MOHaXiB i BIpHMX Ha4 MOHACTUMPCbKUM Xpamom 3’asunaca boxka Marip i CBoim omodopom (NoKpoBom) 3axuctuna obutenn. Ty
OMBOBUXKHY MOAiI0 YBIKOBIYHWANA YKpAIHCbKA NicHA Ha YyecTb boropoaunui: «ABnnacb 30pa BedvipHA Hag NMovyaeBom».

B yKpaiHcbKoMy Hapogai npo BwaHyBaHHA MpecsaToi boropoguui Ak 3acTynHuui i NOKPOBUTENBKM HAMKpaLLe CBigYMTL NiTonuc cena
AxiB CTapuit Ha 3axigHin YKpaiHi.

3ragytoum Npo cTpaLlHi Habirm TaTapcbKux opA i Npo HebecHy oniky MpeceaToi boropoguu,, BiH nuwe: «Hapog, nepensakaHuii i
36igHiNNK, yTiK 00 CBOEI ManeHbKOI LLepKBK, KUHYBCA Ha KOJliHa nepej ikoHoto boxkoi Matepi, i nanko monnnucsa, i Matu boska

MposBuna cein  3axuct. AMiHb

Mumpononaum Cesmocnas - YIKL

PARISH EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

TRANSLATOR UKRAINIAN TO ENGLISH: We are looking for a volunteer to translate Fr. Volodymyr’s articles for the weekly
bulletin. Our current translator is no longer available. If you have some time to spare, please contact Luba Pukas
at Ipukas@bell.net.

PATRONAL FEAST DAY & CELEBRATION OF 70TH ANNIVERSARY OF ST. MARY THE PROTECTRESS (POKROVA) IN MONTREAL:
Oct. 16, 2022. Father Volodymyr will celebrate a Typika (Noon Service) at 9:00 am at St. Sophie Cathedral. He will then celebrate
the Divine Liturgy at St. Mary the Protectress (Pokrova) at 10:00 am. There will be no Divine Liturgy at St. Sophie that day..

UWAC Daughters of Ukraine: Final meeting to be held on Sunday, October 23, 2022 at 1 pm in the Ukrainian school building.
Please make every effort to attend as we will have very important business to conduct. An agenda will be sent out prior to the
meeting.

PARISH COUNCIL MONTHLY MEETING: Tuesday, October 18, 2022 at 6:30 pm online. If parishioners are interested in participating
in a meeting, please contact the vice-president, Luba Pukas, Ipukas@bell.net

BAPTISM: October 15, 2022 — Damir Kadashvili, son of Oleksii Kadashvili and Iryna Gabor.

WEDDING: October 22, 2022 - Inta Simonyan and Prabhat Kumar Tiwary.

ST. SOPHIE SOCIAL GROUP: The Social Group will have its first get together in person since Covid on Tuesday, October 25th from
2:00 to 4:00 pm in the church hall. We'll be getting together for coffee, sweets and chit chat. The group will get together

monthly. Different activities will be planned. If you're interested in attending and have questions please contact the organizer Luba

Pukas (Ipukas@bell.net).

MYSTERY OF CONFESSION & HOLY COMMUNION: If you are planning to go to confession and partake in Holy Communion, please
do so before the Sunday morning Divine Liturgy, so that Fr. Volodymyr can commence on time. Confession at 9:30 - Liturgy at 10:00.

VISITING THE SICK: Please inform Fr Volodymyr when a parishioner is admitted or discharged from a hospital or nursing home.

SUNDAY SCHOOL: Parents who wish to register their children, contact Fr. Volodymyr 514-947-2235 or Dobrodiyka Lyudmila
Popovych 438-881-8054. Religious education will be held in the church hall after Liturgy from 12:30 — 1:00 pm.

CHURCH CHOIR: Rehearsals are on Sundays at 9:30 am and at 1:00 pm. For more information, please contact Helena Waverchuck at
(514) 620-9494. New members are always welcome! (No rehearsal on October 16.)

FELLOWSHIP HOUR: Every Sunday, after Divine Liturgy, join us for coffee and refreshments. This is an opportunity for our
parishioners to meet and welcome guests to our family parish.



YOUTUBE CHANNEL: Saint Sophie Montreal. We are streaming our services from YouTube. Please subscribe!

GENERAL INFORMATION

CONTACT INFORMATION UPDATE: Please contact Luba Pukas at Ipukas@bell.net if your status, address, telephone numbers or e-
mail address have changed.

RECEIVE THE SUNDAY BULLETIN BY EMAIL: If you wish to receive the weekly bulletin in electronic form, please inform
Luba Pukas, Ipukas@bell.net.

MEMBERSHIP DUES:

The Parish Council wishes to remind members that single membership is $180 and $300 for family. Those who did not pay yet for
this year, please do so as soon as you can.

Please note: For 2022, of the parish membership fee (5180 single; $300 family), our levy to the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of
Canada (UOCC) is $115/member and to the Eastern Eparchy $20/member, total $135. These monies do not cover operating
expenses of our parish. We are dependent on the goodwill of members and friends for financial contributions.

Also, we would like to remind you that the collection basket is no longer passed around during worship services. Please drop
off your offerings in the new donation box in the vestibule of the church. Your financial support is much appreciated.

ONLINE DONATIONS & MEMBERSHIP PAYMENTS can be made by visiting www.canadahelps.org or via Interac e-Transfer to
stsophiemtl@gmail.com. Thank you for your generosity.

RECEIPT OF HUMANITARIAN AID FOR NEW ARRIVALS FROM UKRAINE
Saturday from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm, Sunday from 12:00 to 2:00 pm

The Feast of the Patronage in Ukraine

In her services the Eastern Church fondly emphasizes the three most beautiful privileges of the Mother of God: the Divine Maternity,
Perpetual Virginity and her Intercession for us before God. The latter privilege, above all, won the hearts of our people. Our princes,
kings, armies, our Kozaks and Hetmans gladly chose the Most Pure Mother of God as their Protectress and Guardian. Here we shall
mention some examples.

Prince Jaroslaw Mudry (The Wise), in 1036, defeated the nomadic Pechenegs and out of gratitude to God and His Most Holy Mother,
he built the beautiful Cathedral of St. Sophia in Kiev and erected the Church of the Annunciation of our Blessed Mother on the
Golden Gates. In 1037, in the church of the Annunciation, he placed the whole nation under the protection or patronage of the
Mother of God. Thus, by the will of our monarch, the Most Holy Mother of God was proclaimed officially the Patroness, Defender
and Queen of our nation..

In hard times our princes and their armies would hasten to Her for assistance. The Grand Prince Mstyslaw who ruled in Tmutorokan,
at a battle with the Cherkasses promised to build a church in honor of the Mother of God, if she assisted him in defeating the
enemy. He defeated the enemy and gladly kept his promise.

The Grand Prince Volodymyr Monomakh, in his memoirs, claimed that he owed his victory over the Polovtsians to God and the
Most Pure Virgin Mary. He even composed a special prayer in her honor. Our princes and their armies, when marching against the
Polovtsians in 1103, turned to God and to the Blessed Virgin for assistance, and utterly defeated the Polovtsians. Prince Ihor
Sviatoslavych, the hero of the heroic epic "Song of Ihor's Campaign", after his escape from captivity, went to pay homage to the
miraculous icon of the Mother of God in Pyrohoscha, to thank her for her assistance in his escape. The Galician King, Danylo, after a
successful campaign against Bohemia, placed expensive gifts at her feet. Some of our princes used icons of the Mother of God or
prayers in her honor on their seals. In recent times in Ukraine very ancient gold, bronze and copper necklaces of icons were
discovered, called "enkolpions" in Greek (round or oval medallions suspended from the neck, bearing a representation of our Lord or
our Blessed Mother). One such enkolpion has the Greek inscription on it reading: "O Mother of God, be my Protection and Defense,
amen."



Our renowned Zaporozhian Kozaks built a church in honor of the Patronage of the Most Holy Mother of God with an icon
representing her Patronage at the Sich, the center of Kozak power. Above the icon of the Blessed Mother were written the words: "I
shall deliver and protect my people", and from the Zaporozhians, represented below the icon, there is a ribbon reaching up to the
Mother of God with the inscription on it: "We implore you, cover us with your holy veil (omophor) and deliver us from all evil."
Before they began their campaigns against the enemy, the Kozaks assisted at the Moleben service in honor of their Protectress and
fervently sang: "Under your patronage we fly, O Virgin Mother of God; do not despise our prayers in our afflictions, but deliver us
from our miseries, you who alone are pure and blessed." After returning home safely, they would hasten to her in sincere gratitude.
In their battle hymn: "Come now, Boys, to Arms!" they sang the words: "St. George will help us to rout the Turk and so will the Most
Pure Mother."

Following the example of their leaders, our people have cultivated a sincere devotion to the Mother of God as their Guardian,
Protectress and Intercessor. They always turned to her with great confidence, invoking her help whether in their personal or family
troubles or whether in times of national crisis. Her holy icon is found in every Ukrainian home. The history of our nation has
recorded many miracles that are attributed to the aid of the Mother of God, especially during times of enemy invasion of our land.
Who does not know about the miraculous protection of the Pochaiw monastery during the Turkish siege in July of 1675? In
response to the fervent prayers of the monks and the faithful, the Mother of God appeared over the monastery church and with her
omophor (veil), she protected the monastery. That miraculous event was immortalized by the Ukrainian song in honor of the Mother
of God: "The evening star appeared and stood over Pochaiw".

Among the Ukrainian people, the veneration of the Blessed Mother of God as Intercessor and Protectress is best illustrated in the
village chronicle of Yazhiw Staryj in Western Ukraine. Recalling the frightful incursions of the Tartar hordes and the heavenly
protection of the Most Blessed Mary, he writes: "The people, terrified and impoverished, fled to their small church, threw
themselves down on their knees before the icon of the Mother of God, and prayed fervently that they would always be given
protection.

His Beatitude Sviatoslav, the Father and Head of the UGCC.
Eparchy of St. Nicholas, Ukrainian Catholic Church.



